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Salem Community College Foundation Vet-
erans Dinner. At the event, Gwyn Parris-Atwell 
of Alloway, South Jersey was honored for her 
21 years of service in the United States Air 
Force, where she earned the rank of colonel. 
During her time in the Air Force, she bravely 
served in Iraq. Gwyn earned many awards in 
the military including the Meritorious Service 
Medal, Air Force Commendation Medal, Iraq 
Campaign Medal, National Defense Service 
Medal, Air Force Longevity Service Ribbon, 
and Global War on Terrorism Service Medal. 
In addition to her military career, she also has 
experience as a professional nurse and 
served on the Executive Board of the New 
Jersey Emergency Nurses Association. I want 
to thank Gwyn for her heroic service to our 
country, and it was my honor to attend the 
Veterans Dinner. God Bless Gwyn, and God 
Bless our United States of America. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF COMMISSIONER 
DICK HALL 

HON. MICHAEL GUEST 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2022 

Mr. GUEST. Madam Speaker, it is my privi-
lege to recognize the life of former Mississippi 
Transportation Commissioner, Dick Hall. Com-
missioner Hall committed his life to the service 
of his fellow man through a long and distin-
guished career, and I rise today to recognize 
him as a dedicated leader whose example will 
continue to inspire many who wish to make 
the world around them a better place for their 
neighbors, friends, and family. 

As a transportation commissioner for the 
State of Mississippi for over 20 years, Com-
missioner Hall was an outspoken advocate for 
providing additional revenue to improve Mis-
sissippi’s infrastructure system. Before being 
elected to this post, Commissioner Hall served 
for three terms in the Mississippi Senate and 
three terms in the Mississippi House of Rep-
resentatives, representing my home county of 
Rankin in the State Legislature throughout a 
noteworthy career. Commissioner Hall also 
served our country as a Lieutenant in the 
United States Army. 

Commissioner Hall was fond of saying, 
‘‘We’re not just building a transportation sys-
tem. We’re building an economy,’’ which was 
a quip that was born out in the many projects 
he spearheaded. He oversaw the opening of 
the U.S. Highway 82 Mississippi River Bridge; 
the widening of Lakeland Drive in Jackson; the 
Highway 463 Single Point Urban Interchange 
project in Madison; two phases of the STACK 
interchange connecting Jackson, Pearl, and 
Brandon; projects throughout the Metro Jack-
son area from Canton to Crystal Springs; the 
Nissan Parkway; and countless rehabilitation 
projects throughout Mississippi’s Central Dis-
trict. Commissioner Hall’s tireless effort was 
vital in creating a modern infrastructure sys-
tem and a strong Mississippi economy that 
has created better lives for those who call our 
state home. 

For his numerous accomplishments and in-
dustrious spirit, Commissioner Hall received 
many accolades and awards, including the 
Hugh L. White Free Enterprise Award, the 
Friend of Education Award, Conservation Leg-

islator of the Year, and Alumnus of the Year 
by the Mid-Mississippi Chapter of the Mis-
sissippi State University Alumni Association. 

Commissioner Hall was an extraordinary 
person who will be remembered by those who 
had the pleasure of meeting him or working 
alongside him. His legacy of a deep respect 
and dedication to our state will endure. 

It is my honor to recognize the life of Com-
missioner Dick Hall for the many contributions 
he made to our state and our Nation, and I 
ask my colleagues in the House to join me in 
recognizing his service and commitment to 
Mississippi and to the United States of Amer-
ica. 
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RECOGNIZING MRS. KELLY 
SANTORO 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 29, 2022 

Mr. VALADAO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Warden Kelly Santoro for her 
30 years of service to the Central Valley com-
munity and congratulate her on her well- 
earned retirement. 

Just like many in her family before her, Mrs. 
Santoro knew she wanted to dedicate her ca-
reer to serving the state of California. She 
began her career in the Department of Correc-
tions and Rehabilitation in 1993 as a correc-
tional officer at Centinela State Prison. 
Throughout her decorated career, she held 
crucial positions in the California Prison sys-
tem ranging from Correctional Counselor to 
Associate Warden. 

In 2012, Mrs. Santoro was named the Chief 
Deputy Warden of the Wasco State Prison 
Reception Center. In this role, she displayed 
incredible professionalism and competence as 
she oversaw over 5,000 inmates and nearly 
1,500 members of staff. Her work in running 
the day-to-day in this role impressed her col-
leagues and would lead her to be named the 
acting Warden of the North Kern State Prison 
in 2015. In August of 2016, she would officially 
be named Warden of North Kern State Pris-
on—a role she held until her retirement this 
year. 

Not only has Mrs. Santoro served her com-
munity through the State’s Correctional De-
partment, but she has also been a leader in 
the Central Valley through her philanthropic 
work. She and the North Kern State Prison 
raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for 
charities such as the Ronald McDonald 
House, the Make-A-Wish Foundation, the 
Women’s Shelter, and many others. For 30 
years, Mrs. Santoro has been an incredible 
example of the dedication, professionalism, 
and selflessness that encompass the values of 
the Central Valley community. 

I ask all of my colleagues in the House of 
Representatives to join me in honoring Mrs. 
Kelly Marie Santoro for her 30 years of service 
to our community and congratulate her on a 
well-earned retirement. 

RECOGNIZING RESOLUTION 181 
75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UN 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY VOTE 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 29, 2022 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, today marks the 75th anniversary of 
the U.N. General Assembly vote on Resolution 
181, also known as the partition plan. The res-
olution supported the creation of two inde-
pendent states from Palestine, one Arab and 
one Jewish, at the end of the British Mandate. 

The adoption of this resolution laid the foun-
dation for the creation of the modern Jewish 
State of Israel. 

The passage of the resolution came with 
strong U.S. leadership in helping garner the 
support necessary for its advancement, includ-
ing from President Harry Truman who told the 
U.S. delegation to the U.N. to quote, ‘‘get busy 
and get all the votes you can.’’ 

Members of this body, like Representative 
Sol Bloom, a former chairman of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, also played a key 
role, reaching out to foreign nations and en-
couraging them to support the plan. 

The plan was not everything Jewish leaders 
wanted. It left Jerusalem outside of what 
would become Israel. But nonetheless, it was 
proudly accepted by the Jewish Agency and 
Zionist groups, while the Arab League and 
Palestinian leaders rejected this plan. 

I especially appreciate that today the United 
States fully recognizes Jerusalem as the cap-
itol of Israel. On May 14, 2018, I led the 
House delegation for the opening the U.S. 
Embassy in Jerusalem with Ambassador 
David Friedman, welcomed by Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. The re-location of the 
Embassy was the fulfilment of ‘‘promises 
made, promises kept’’ by President Donald 
Trump. Senator LINDSEY GRAHAM led the Sen-
ate Delegation. 

Since that day, Palestinian rejectionism con-
tinues to limit the opportunity for peace. The 
Palestinians did not support a Palestinian 
state in 1947 because it would have meant 
accepting a Jewish state. To this day there 
are far too many Palestinians that refuse to 
accept Israel’s right to exist and live in peace 
and security. 

As the ranking member of the House For-
eign Affairs Subcommittee on the Middle East, 
North Africa and Global Counterterrorism, Co- 
Chairman of the House Republican Israel 
Caucus, and a veteran supporter of our demo-
cratic ally Israel, I am grateful to mark this his-
toric 75th anniversary of the UN Partition Plan 
vote with a strong commitment to the U.S.- 
Israel relationship. 

Since its creation, the United States sup-
ported the Jewish State with bipartisan sup-
port from Congress, working to build a strong 
security, intelligence and defense relationship 
enshrined by shared values and mutually stra-
tegic interests. The United States Congress 
has worked to support our ally with annual se-
curity assistance, defense cooperation, and an 
emerging relationship in key areas including 
agriculture, hi-tech and homeland security. 

Both our countries are committed to democ-
racy and justice, and we continue to look for 
new ways to integrate Israel into the region, 
such as support for the historic Abraham Ac-
cords that normalized ties between Israel and 
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